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SKILL ENHANCEMENT COURSE (SEC) 
 

PSC517S: DEMOCRATIC AWARENESS WITH LEGAL LITERACY 
 

Credits: THEORY: 02, TUTORIAL: 02 
 

Course Objective: The Proposed course aims to acquaint student with the structure and manner of functioning of the legal system 

in India. It aims to familiarize student should be aware of the institutions that comprise the legal system □ the courts, police, jails 

and the system of criminal justice administration. Have a brief knowledge of the Constitution and laws of India, an understanding 

of the formal and alternate dispute redressal (ADR) mechanisms that exist in India, public interest litigation. 
 

Theory (02 Credits) 
 

Unit I: 
1.1 Outline of the Legal System in India. 

1.2 System of Courts/Tribunals and their Jurisdiction in India-Criminal and Civil Courts, Writ Jurisdiction, 

Specialized Courts such as Juvenile Courts, Mahila Courts and Tribunals. 

1.3 Role of the Police and Executive in Criminal Law Administration. 

1.4 Alternative Dispute Mechanisms such as Lok-Adalats, Non-formal Mechanisms. 
 

Unit II: 

2.1 Brief Understanding of the Laws applicable in India. 

2.2 Constitution- Fundamental Rights, Fundamental Duties, other Constitution Right sand their manner of 

Enforcement, with emphasis on Public Interest Litigation and Expansion of Certain Rights under Article 21 of the 

Constitution 

2.3 Laws Relating to Criminal Jurisdiction - Provision relating to filing an FIR, Arrest, Bail Search and Seizure. 

2.4 Important offences under the Indian penal Code: Offences against Women, Juvenile Justice, Prevention of 

Atrocities on Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 
 

Tutorial (02 Credits)  
 

Unit III: 

3.1 Access to Courts and Enforcement of Rights 

(i) Critical Understanding of the Functioning of the Legal System. 

(ii) Legal Services Authorities Act and Right to Legal Aid, ADR systems. 
 

Unit IV: 

Practical application 

4.1 What to do if you are Arrested: if you are a Consumer with a Grievance; if you are a Victim of Sexual 

Harassment: Domestic Violence, Child Abuses, Caste, Ethnic and Religious Discrimination; Filling a Public Interest 

Litigation. How can you challenge Administrative Orders that Violate Rights, Judicial and Administrative Remedies? 

4.2 Using a Hypothetical Case: of (for example) Child Abuse or Sexual Harassment or any other Violation of a 

Rights, Preparation of an FIR or writing a Complaint addresses to the appropriate Authority. 
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